IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend Claim 1, as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An ink tank comprising: 

ink holding means capable of impregnating and retaining ink; and 
a housing for containing said ink holding means, said housing being 
provided with an ink supply port for supplying ink impregnated in said ink holding means 
to the outside and an air inducing port for inducing an atmospheric air into said housing, 
wherein 

said ink holding means comprises a first ink holding member arranged on 
the inner face of said housing where said ink supply port is open, and a second ink holding 
member held closely to said first ink holding member, having smaller ink holding power 
than that of said first ink holding member, 

said first ink holding member is substantially the same shape as the shape of 
the inner face of said housing where said ink supply port is open, and substantially covers 
the said inner face entirely, and 

grooves communicated with said ink supply port on the inner face of said 
housing where said ink supply port is open. 

2. (Original) An ink tank according to Claim 1, wherein said grooves 
provided on the inner face of said housing where said ink supply port is open are arranged 
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with gaps from inner faces of walls intersecting with the inner face of said housing where 
said ink supply port is open. 

3. (Original) An ink tank according to Claim 1, wherein said first ink 
holding member is sheet-like. 

4. (Original) An ink tank according to Claim 1 , wherein said first ink 
holding member abuts against an external member to be inserted through said ink supply 
port when supplying ink to outside so that said first ink holding member is partially 
compressed. 

5. (Original) An ink tank comprising: 

a housing for containing ink holding means capable of impregnating and 

retaining ink; 

an ink supply port provided in said housing for supplying ink in said 
housing to the outside, and 

an atmosphere communication port provided for said housing for induing 
the atmospheric air into said housing, and 

said ink tank being attachable to and detachable from an extemal member 
and ink being supplied to said extemal member in a state that said ink holding means is in 
contact with said extemal member, wherein 



said ink holding means comprises a sheet-like first ink holding member 
capable of being in contact with the external member, and a second ink holding member 
held closely with said first ink holding member for supplying ink to said first ink holding 
member, and the ink holding power of said first ink holding member is larger than that of 
said second ink holding member, and wherein 

said first ink holding member is substantially held in a form following the 
shape of inner face of said housing on a portion where said ink supply port is provided. 

6. (Original) An ink tank according to Claim 5, wherein said first and 
second ink holding members are kept to be deformed by the ink supply tube provided in a 
holder in a state that said ink tank is mounted on the holder. 

7. (Original) An ink tank according to Claim 5, wherein said first ink 
holding member comprises a laminated body of fibers, and a laminated direction of said 
laminated body is substantially the same direction as the abutting direction to the external 
member. 

8. (Original) An ink tank according to Claim 7, wherein a main axial 
direction of the majority of the fibers forming said laminated body follows substantially a 
longitudinal direction of the plane of said housing where said ink supply port is provided. 



